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NORTH AFRICA 


Territory 


The sphere of the North African Mission of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church is Morocco, Algeria, 
Tinisia, Tripoli and Curenicia. The last two named 
belong to Italy now. The others are French save 
for a small piece of northern Morocco belonging 
to Spain. 


Algeria has no fixed southern boundary marking 
it off from, the French owned part of the Sahara. 


The Sahara desert is as large as the United 
States and separates North Africa from pagan or 
negro Africa. 


Apart from the few inhabitants of the widely 
spaced oases the Sahara has no sedentary people. 
The inhabited part of North Africa is the region 
of the Atlas Mountains—a strip along the Mediter- 
ranean varying from 500 miles in the West to 100 
or less in the Hast. 


People 


The native peoples of North Africa seem to have 
been originally of the Caucasian or white race. 
In spite of many and widely various infusions of 
blood they still resemble the white race more than 
any other. Sunburn and dirt make them look 
rather dark at first glance. 
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History 


History has as yet been unable to definitely 
trace the natives of North Africa beyond 800 B.C. 
when Phoenicians opened up trading centers there 
on sites purchased from the aborigines. Their 
chief port, Carthage, dominated the world com- 
merce by her navy 500 B.C. 


The Romans conquered North Africa 141 B.C. 
and ruled there 500 years. They divided the coun- 
try into the provinces of Tingitania, Mauretania, 
Numidia, Africa and Cyrencia, which were called 
the Barbary States. 


Berbers 


The inhabitants of these States were known as 
Barbarians to whom, Paul refers in his epistles. 
From Barbarian we get Berber, the generic name 
by which the North African is designated today. 


Simon of Cyrene, who carried the cross for our 
Lord was of Curenicia. 


Christianity 


Christianity came to North Africa very early. 
The emperors of Rome opposed it at first and 
thousands of Berbers were massacred for the sake 
of the Gospel before the conversion of Emperor 
Constantine in 313 A.D. 


Tertullian, Bishop Cyrian, and the great Augus- 
tine, renowned fathers of the Christian Church, 
were North Africans. In Augustine’s day (354- 
430 A.D.) Christianity dominated the whole coun- 
try. North African missionaries helped to civilize 
Western Europe. 
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The Church and State were united and they 
declined together. Rivalry and doctrinal differ- 
ences split the church and weakened it. The scrip- 
tures were never translated into the vulgar tongue. 


Islam 


Fanatical Mohammedans from Arabia had little 
difficulty in overthrowing Christianity in the 7th 
century ; 600 bishops disappeared ; 40,000 churches 
were destroyed. North Africa soon became 100% 
Moslem and so remained for 1100 years. 


Centuries of the doctrine: “There is no God 
but God; Mohammed is the prophet of God,” has 
meant arrested progress and even retrogression. 
High roads, justice, prosperity and even govern- 
ment disappeared. The Berbers again became un- 
civilized and one of the most backward peoples of 
the world. The Arabs destroyed the forests and 
ruined the climate of the country, bringing fam- 
ines, pestilence and locusts. The population of 
Algeria decreased from 40,000,000 to 4,000,000. 


The degradation of woman was especially great, 
as in all Moslem lands. Today she is treated by 
man as avery inferior being. She is kept ignorant; 
is sold in marriage and works very hard. Always 
living under an inherent, tho perhaps unconscious, 
sense of outraged rights, debilitates the majority 
of North African women. Even after such pro- 
longed oppression their nature has not been funda- 
mentally changed. 


French 


The French entered North Africa in 1880. 
Scarcely a trace of Christianity was found there. 
Recent excavations have laid bare mosaic floors 
and broken marble columns showing where once 
beautiful churches stood. 
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The French government is very benevolent and 
is not interfering directly with the religion and 
customs of the natives more than is necessary. 
They are, however, doing much to recivilize them. 


Thousands of miles of good auto roads and rail- 
ways have been made in Algeria. Postal and tele- 
phonic services exist all over the country. Gov- 
ernment schools are teaching thousands of boys in 
the French language. Schools for girls have not 
yet been opened. 


Population 


The population of all North Africa now is about 
20,000,000 natives and 1,000,000 Europeans. Most 
of the natives are Berbers, tho some are thought 
to be almost pure Arabs. 


Language 


The religion, dress and customs of the Berbers 
are like those of the Arabs. Mohammed was an 
Arab, and the Berbers—being Moslems—are in- 
clined to regard the race of their prophet as 
superior to themselves, tho in fact they are the 
finer people. Half of them speak Arabic and call 
themselves Arabs. The Scriptures are being put 
into Algerian Arabic. 


Kabyles 


There are three types of Berbers. The man of 
the coast is the Moor. The nomad of the desert 
is called the Bedwin and the dwellers of the moun- 
tains are the Kabyles. 


The Kabyles form 75% of the population of 
North Africa. They are the best type of Berber. 
Like all mountaineers, they are independent, virile 
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and brave. Civilization is making more rapid 
progress with them than with the indolent Moors 
or roving Bedwins. The Kabyles have preserved 
various dialects of their own language. One desert 
tribe has even an alphabet, but otherwise the 
dialects have had to be reduced to writing. The 
Bible has been translated recently into Kabyle. 


Produce 


North Africa exports olive oil, figs and dates. 
The French colonists produce also much wine and 
tobacco for export. 


The increase in cultivation in recent years has 
already reduced the average summer drought 
from five to four months. 


Algeria now exports an increasing quantity of 
sheep and grain to France. 


The rugged mountain region, however, will 
never be able to sustain its dense population— 
sometimes 500 to the square mile. Here live the 
progressive Kabyles and their needs are growing 
with their development in civilization. They are 
obliged to leave their homes for their livelihood 
and fortunately they love travel. 


Since the French have reopened to them the rest 
of the world the Berbers have come abroad and 
are found everywhere. Being Caucasians, they 
mix freely with Europeans and adapt themselves 
quickly to their ways. Many are to be found in 
America. 


Only the men travel. A few of these marry 
and settle in foreign lands. Others send home 
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their money regularly and themselves return 
sooner or later, carrying with them new ideals 
learned in civilized lands. 


War 


The war has profoundly affected North Africa. 
500,000 Berbers helped the Allies in the trenches 
and munition factories. They fought the Moslems 
of Turkey. The Red Cross and Y. M. C. A. minis- 
tries spoke to their hearts. They have been mak- 
ing notes all the time. The effect of the war on 
their social, economic and political standards is 
incalculable. 


North Africa is ripe for a movement away from 
Islam. The Berber never was a good Moslem. 
His independence of character always made the 
Arab consider him as heterodox. Even before the 
war the majority freely spoke against it but ob- 
served such rites as the fast, etc., merely to avoid 
provoking public comment. 


Telling the Berbers their own history will be one 
of the most effective ways of getting them to 
readopt Christian ideals. The throwing off of 
Islam cannot be far off with them. Once refired 
with Christian zeal they will become the ideal 
missionaries to the other 200,000,000 odd Moslems 
in the world. 


Missions 


The various great protestant churches of the 
world have neglected North Africa in their foreign 
missionary work until quite recently. That is 
strange when we remember that it is only three 
days from London across France to Algiers. 


Independent or semi-independent missionaries 
have been going from Europe for over 30 years. 
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M. E. Church 


The Methodist Episcopal Church began work 
there ten years ago and is the only organized 
Church doing work among the natives in all those 
countries. 


The French government is favorable to us even 
leaning towards co-operation. 


We have five stations: Algiers, Tunis, Constan- 
tine, Oran and Fort National. We have not yet 
begun work in Morocco or Tripoli. 


In each station we have some work for the 
Europeans, but our chief activities are among the 
natives. 


Homes 


We have evangelistic and medical departments, 
but the outstanding feature of our work is our 
Homes for Children. 


We have three Homes for boys and three for 
girls and nearly all rented. The Woman’s Foreign 
Missionary Society has charge of two of those 
for girls. The children go to French government 
schools for secular instruction. Christian educa- 
tion is given them in the Homes. Already results 
are so encouraging that we plan considerable 
extension. 


North Africa is doubly looking to America. Not 
only have the French been strangely warmed 
towards this country because of the attitude of 
the United States in the war, but America is a 
name to conjure with along the Atlas Mountains 
and under the Bedwin’s tent. 
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Centenary Plans 


The Centenary plans call for $765,090 which are 
to add in North Africa :— 


15 Missionaries ............... to the 7 we now have 
19 European pastors & 

assistants ow SSG oe ate iy 
64 Native preachers & 

ASSIStANTS neces SSS Sess a rtt oe 


250 Children’s and stu- 


dents’ Scholarships.. “ “ 60 “ “ nS 
42 Building sites .............. SEEN ESOS ARSED. EEE ce 
40 Residences... SEGRE SEER gh. WEE! sf 
25 Churches and 

C0) 652) ¢)-) [ca SO SESE IM REED, ORES X 
6 Dispensaries and 

Bible depots .................. ence Mirus “9s “ 
2 DOCEOLS a cbocccicinsssssaecseece see A()nces * SE s¢ 
6 Homes and Train- 

ing Schools ................... PE Ee Ae se 
68 Natives Preachers 

QUALCELS oieecececceceeecsccceeeee et ge Gu 


These plans open ten new centers and carry the 
work to 1922. 


The above plans do not include the work among 
women, as these were not completed on going to 
press. 


